
Blow the Whistle on Cancer
Supporting Information 

Match Day Takeover in The South 2020

We are bringing together football clubs in the South who 
share our values and passion for making a difference in our 
communities. By hosting a dedicated Cancer Research UK 
Matchday, we are teaming up to deliver key cancer awareness 
messages to supporters and generate vital funds to save lives 
through ground-breaking research.

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and 
Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of 
Man (1103). Northern Ireland charity registration pending.

Endorsed by



Together we will beat cancer

Working together we can prevent more cancers, improve 
the outlook for future generations and ensure that your fans 
enjoy matchdays with loved ones for years to come.

Introduction
No matter which team you represent, in football there is always one constant. 
Football brings people together like no other sport. It brings people together to 
support our communities and make the world a better place. Football clubs have 
enormous potential to communicate key messages to fanbases, to deliver impactful 
campaigns and play a huge role in raising awareness of key issues and generating 
funds for crucial causes. The support of the football community is vital to the charity 
sector. Clubs battle their respective opponents on a weekly basis, but now we need 
your support to beat a completely different type of opposition. That opposition 
is cancer, which has no boundaries, no affiliations and doesn’t follow a particular 
team. Cancer is something which could affect any of us in our lifetimes, it doesn’t 
discriminate and therefore it’s vital that we come together to tackle it. As a football 
community, we need your help to bring forward the day when all cancers are cured.

Our localised research indicates that there is work  
to do in combatting the contributing issues  
such as smoking and obesity across the  
South. Therefore, we can work together to 
highlight the cancer risks associated with 
these important lifestyle issues and play 
our role in improving the outlook for 
future generations of fans.  Ultimately, 
by working together we can prevent 
more cancers, improve the outlook for 
future generations and ensure that your 
fans enjoy matchdays with loved ones for 
years to come.

Therefore, Cancer Research UK are bringing 
together football clubs across the South to hold 
a region-wide dedicated matchday of awareness and 
fundraising activities to help us beat cancer. For one dedicated matchday, we want 
to partner with clubs who share our values and passion for making a difference 
in our communities. Through this initiative we will deliver key cancer awareness 
messages to supporters and generate vital funds to save lives through ground-
breaking research in the region.
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What are we asking for?
Tuesday 4th February 2020 is ‘World Cancer Day’, therefore to mark the occasion 
we request your support by nominating your closest home fixture before this 
date as your dedicated Cancer Research UK matchday. Within this there are 7 key 
activities which we ask you to support us in delivering, as follows:

The club’s closest home game to ‘World Cancer Day’ is branded as a 
‘Cancer Research UK Matchday’.

Social media and website articles published via the club channels in 
the week building up to the game, announcing our partnership, raising 
awareness of the upcoming matchday and pushing key messages.

Editorial coverage in the official matchday programme, including 
educational content helping fans to spot the signs of cancer and what to 
do if something doesn’t feel right. Also focusing on key cancer prevention 
issues such as obesity and smoking.

A guest of honour to lead out the teams ahead of kick-off. This experience 
will be awarded to a special individual who is battling cancer, or a cancer 
survivor, to give them a day to remember with their family. Fans and 
followers can nominate someone who deserves the experience through a 
social media drive in the weeks building up to the game.

Cancer Research UK volunteers positioned in and around the stadium 
bucket collecting donations from the fans pre-match. We also kindly 
request the club’s help in recruiting volunteers via staff/fans/youth teams/
community groups.

‘World Cancer Day’ wristbands made available for fans to obtain through 
a donation at the club’s retail points (club shop, ticket office, etc.) and in 
the hospitality areas. Photos to be taken with key players sporting the 
wristbands and encouraging fans to get theirs at the upcoming matchday.

Matchday text giving number/online giving link to be set up. Stadium 
announcements and screen adverts displayed throughout the day 
encouraging fans to donate to Cancer Research UK.

A range of other awareness and fundraising actions can also be added to the  
day if required by the club. Please speak to us if you wish to discuss these 
opportunities further.
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What support will  
Cancer Research UK provide?
Cancer Research UK charity representatives will provide dedicated support during the 
buildup and on the day, ensuring that everything is in place and all the activities run 
smoothly come matchday. The following assets will be provided in the weeks leading 
up to the matchday, ensuring that the work and resource requirements from your side 
are minimal.

•  Matchday takeover guide / club communication guide

• Press release templates

• Website article templates

• Matchday programme article templates

•  Social media toolkit, including copy and imagery 

•  Posters and educational leaflets, as required

•  Stadium announcer scripts

•  Big screen videos and graphics, as required

•  World Cancer Day bands for sale in club retail points

What are the benefits of taking part?
•  Your club will be instrumental in making a huge impact in the Southern 

community, raising awareness and generating the funds to help us beat cancer.

•  Working together we will provide a potentially lifesaving service to your 
supporters, delivering key cancer prevention messages, encouraging 
supporters to spot the risks of cancer, what to do if something doesn’t 
feel right and what support is available. Most importantly it allows us to 
demonstrate that talking about cancer is a good thing and that small 
conversations can save lives. And if this takeover saves just one life then it’s a 
step in the right direction.

•  You will benefit from the positive PR generated across the region as a result of 
your club backing this initiative.

•  You will have the backing and resources of the country’s largest independent 
cancer charity, and the only charity fighting all 200 types of cancer. 
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Cancer Research UK’s Strategy and Vision
We are the world’s leading cancer charity dedicated to saving lives through 
research. Our vision is to bring forward the day when all cancers are cured.

We are the only charity with the knowledge and expertise to tackle all 200 types 
of cancer. Thanks to research we’ve made enormous progress in understanding 
the biology of cancer and turning this knowledge into treatments.

Over the last 40 years, cancer survival rates in the UK have doubled.

It’s our doctors, scientists and nurses that have been at the heart of this progress. 
Our ambition is that in 20 years, 3 in 4 people will be surviving cancer.

1 in 4

1970s survival rate

2 in 4

todays survival rate

3 in 4

survive cancer
within the next 20 years

Research in the South
We spent over £6M last year on some of the UKs best scientific 
and clinical research in the South.  

Southampton is home to Cancer Research UK Southampton 
Centre bringing together lab scientists and cancer doctors to 
speed up the flow of ideas and new treatments from the lab to 
the clinic. 

We fund ground breaking work throughout the region, from 
clinical trials that are running at nearby hospitals, to the advances 
being made in Immunotherapy, a type of cancer treatment that 
works by harnessing the power of the body’s immune system to 
kill cancer cells.
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CONTACT DETAILS
As a football community, we need your help to blow the whistle on cancer and therefore we 
would be delighted if you could support us through this initiative. To discuss the opportunity 
further, or to confirm your participation, please get in touch via the following details:

Nick Johnson  E: nick.johnson@cancer.org.uk  M: 07733 225563

Thank You
Cancer Research UK receives no government funding 
and therefore the support of the football community 
is vital. The more money we can raise by working with 
clubs in the South, means the more money we can 
spend on research, the more breakthroughs we will 
find and the more lives we will save. 

On behalf of all the team at Cancer Research UK, our 
doctors, nurses, scientists and patients – thank you 
for considering this exciting opportunity. We sincerely 
hope that you will participate and be part of our 
journey to bring forward the day when all cancers are 
cured.  Find out more at www.cancerresearchuk.org

Ref Support is pleased 
to endorse the 
Cancer Research UKs 
campaign - Blow The 
Whistle on Cancer

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and 
Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of 
Man (1103). Northern Ireland charity registration pending.


